
PROPER FEEDING OF
EWES & DOES
DURING PREGNANCY
Ashley Longmore
Extension Assistant Professor-Livestock and Range 
Utah State University



LONGMORE
ASHLEY 

I live in Northern Utah and have worked for Utah State University for 3 years.  Before that I worked for
the State Of Utah’s Grazing Improvement Project where I worked with ranchers land owners

Masters in Rangeland Science- Utah State University
Bachelors in Conservation and Restoration Ecology- Utah State University



INTRODUCTION
TO PREGNANCY IN
EWES AND DOES 

Ewe Pregnancy Duration: 145-152 days
(approximately 5 months)

Doe Pregnancy Duration: 150-155 days

Understanding body condition and
nutritional needs throughout gestation
is vital in maintaining a healthy
pregnancy and live births. 



Body Condition Scoring

Get your hands on them!!





REQUIREMENTS
NUTRIENT

WATER

CARBOHYDRATES

FATS

PROTEIN

VITAMINS & MINERALS



GESTATION
EARLY TO MID

Placental development occurs in the first
30-90 days of pregnancy 

Underdeveloped placentas result in low
birth weights

21 days of severe underfeeding or
80 days of moderate underfeeding can
affect placental development

Do not overfeed or underfeed.  

Ideal body condition score 3-3.5



WATER

Cheapest Nutrient to Supply!!!

Know your animals water requirements
Stage of production (maintenance
vs peak lactation
Temperature and Season
Feed type and Dry Matter content
Water quality

Water intake dictates feed intake 



CARBOHYDRATES
AKA ENERGY (TDN)
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PROTEIN REQUIREMENTS



Selenium Calcium Zinc Vitamins
A,D&E 

VITAMINS & MINERALS

Most soils are selnium
defecient and can lead

to white muscle
diease if not
supplements

Calcium deficiencies
can lead to milk fever.
Calcium in grain is low
but generally higher in

alfalfa hay

Zinc deficiencies can
lead can cause

negative effects in
reproduction, gene
expression, immune
function and wool

growth 

Sheep and goats don’t
naturally make these

vitamins so
supplementing

especially during late
gestation and

lactation is important





ENERGY
REQUIREMENT

Increases 50% for
single lamb

Increases 75% for
multiples

QUALITY OF
FEED
Due to decreased rumen
capacity ewes and does
can not consume as
much therefore require
supplementation of
higher quality feed. aka
grain

MAINTAINING
BCS

MINEARALS

Mineral
requirements for
the ewe/doe and
fetus increase

Selenium
Calcium
Zinc

LATE GESTATION

Keeping ewes and does
at proper body condition
scores of 3-3.5 just before
lambing.



3.5 to 4 lbs. of medium to good
quality hay plus 1.25 to 1.5 lbs. of
concentrate.

4 to 5 lbs. of medium quality
hay or pasture equivalent plus
0.5 to 1 lb. of concentrate .

Limit the roughage intake of
ewe lambs and doe kids and
mature females carrying 3 or
more fetuses and feed 1 lb. of
grain per fetus.

Examples of late
gestation feed
rations are:



FEEDS
CONCENTRATE
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