
    
   

    
 

Navajo Nation Drought Monitoring Webinar Series 
June 22, 2022 

Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) 
help us “see more” drought 
go.unl.edu/cmor_drought 

https://go.unl.edu/cmor_drought


   
     

   

Why submit a CMOR report? 
• Have a voice in the U.S. Drought Monitor

process
• Provide data



   

 

    

 
 

  

 

 

   
 

  

U.S. Drought Monitor authors 
go.unl.edu/cmor_drought 

• State climatologists CMOR system: 
• drought assessment team • Survey123 form
• producer organizations • ArcGIS online map
• State water & resource agencies

Individual observers: 
• Extension/FSA
• Producer
• Water supplier
• Homeowner
• Natural or water resource pro
• Field worker
• Climate or weather pro
• Outdoor enthusiast
• Other



https://go.unl.edu/CMOR_droughtGo.unl.edu CMOR rou ht/ _d g 
Landing Page:  
Go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought 

https://go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought


   Works from computer
or mobile device 



  

     
     
  

     
  

      

Getting started with the field app 
• Go to the app store and download Esri’s

Survey123 field app.
• Click on “Continue without signing in.”

• Allow the app to use your location.
• Then enter go.unl.edu/CMOR or

use the QR code to download the
survey.

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 

https://go.unl.edu/CMOR


  
   

Pick a language 
(current choices are English or Spanish) 



     
   

   
     

  
 

    
 

   

   
  

Location widget 
Type it in. City or 
county is close 
enough. 

Touch the compass 
to let it find you. 
Can be extremely 
precise, especially 
from the app. But 
not from a 
computer with VPN. 

Position the marker 
on the map. 



  Location quality control 



Date (default is current date) 



7-point dry to wet scale 



   

 

 

 

 

 

Experience relates to Drought Monitor levels 

Percentiles Years Label Category 

1 in 3-5 

1 in 5-10 

1 in 10-20 

1 in 50 

1 in 20-30 



    
New in 2022: 
Report normal or wet conditions 



Impact checklists 



New in 2022: 
Crop condition scale, planting and harvest status 



New in 2022: 
Range conditions 



   

 
     

  
   

    
  

    
     

   
    

 
New in 2022: 
Copyright clarification Photos 

• Take a photo, or upload one that’s 
already taken 

• Up to 5 photos 
• Provide caption information. If the 

photo shows drought, please tell us 
what normal would look like, or 
upload a photo contrasting drought 
conditions with normal conditions. 

• By uploading a photo, you agree that 
it may be used and shared for 
educational and management 
purposes, but you still hold the 
copyright. 



Identity New in 2022: 
Display name 



 Find your dot on the map 
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Default view of CMOR dashboard 
Read reports & see photos in 

panel at right 
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Zoomed in to Colorado 
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Separate maps for each year Legend is on by default 
show more detail for year-to-date reports 



  

  
  

To filter by sector, click 
on “sectors” icon, 

then choose a sector 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



  

  
 

Filters showing only poor and 
very poor range conditions 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 
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Find past years on separate tabs 



  

     
 

     
     

    
       

U.S. Drought Monitor: current (most 
recent) or archive 
To compare USDM and CMOR reports, 
activate USDM archive layer at right, and 
one-year time slider, below left. View 
defaults to beginning of year. 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



       
       

       
     
       

     

Click on the time slider and then push play or 
advance to move through the year a week at a 
time. 
Caution: You can use the time slider or calendar to 
view a wider interval of time, but for more than a 
week at a time, turn off the U.S. Drought Monitor 
archive because it will be meaningless. 



  

  
 

Calendar appears by default on 
past years 

You  can  change t he c alendar 
to  view  reports from  any 
year, but  the se ctor icons 
are s pecific  to  each  year.  The  
survey has evolved  over 
time. 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



  

    
    

   

Use the funnel icon for more handy filters 
– zoom to a state, show only reports with 

photos, or show reports by how dry or wet 
they said it was 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



       
     

  

Use the sector icon to see a list of sectors 
(and separate maps like crop/range 

conditions, and planting/harvest status) 
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Default view is all impacts from a 
sector, with options to narrow it 

down to one or more 



  

      
   

Select a single impact to view only 
reports where it was checked off 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



  

     
    

   
  

Use the wrench icon to filter by 
any field or to write a custom filter, 
such as any reports with “wheat” 

in the description 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 
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Click on the handle at the bottom 
to open the attribute table NAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



  

     
    

The attribute table lets you write 
custom queries and export to csv 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 
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