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Bigtooth Maple Leaves 
Manzano Mountains 
Oct 5,  2020 

Frosty Plum Trees 
Las Vegas, NM 
Mar 5,  2019 

Apple Blossom 
Los Lunas,  NM 
April  8,  2020 

Cherries 
Los Lunas,  NM 
May 8, 2018 



http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/

NMSU Cooperative Extension Programs 

• County Extension 
Programs in NM 

• 12 Ag Science  Centers 

• Extension Agents and 
Specialists 

• Extension Horticulture 
Program 



NMSU Extension Horticulture Program 

• Extension Programs 

• Research Programs 

• Southwest Yard & 
Garden Column 

• Workshops 

https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/ 

Social media: @NMDesertBlooms 

https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com


  

 

   

    
    
       

      
           
     

USDA Plant Hardiness Zones 

2012 Map 

Based on Average Annual 
Extreme Low Temperatures 

Zone 4 -30°to -20°F 
Zone 5 -20°to -10°F 
Zone 6 -10°to 0°F 

Zone 7 0°to 10°F 
Zone 8 10°to 20°F 
Zone 9 20° to 30°F 

http://www.plantmaps.com 

http://www.plantmaps.com/






  
 

 

Bok Choy: 45 to 60 days 
Depending on the variety and the weather, bok 

choy should be ready to harvest in 45 to 60 days after 
seed germination 











 

 

The Myth of Drainage Material in Container Plantings: 
"Add a layer of gravel or other coarse material in the 

bottom of containers to improve drainage" 

From Linda Chalker-Scott, Ph.D., 
Extension Horticulturist, Washington State University 









 The fact is, when water moving through a soil reaches a 

horizontal or vertical interface between different soil types, it 

stops moving. 



Herbs for containers 



Ollas 



  
 

 

 

Olla Irrigation 
• You may fill ollas by hand 

or with drip emitters 
inserted into each olla. 
Each emitter sized to just 
fill each olla with a given 
timer setting – slight 
overflow reduces 
efficiency, but provides 
surface water (perhaps 
for weeds). 

Slide credit Dr. Curtis Smith 



 
 

 

 

Caution! 

• Prevent entry of insects 
(especially mosquitoes) and 
other animals (mice, etc.) 

• Cover with screening in 
addition to flagstone or paving 
tile. 

Slide credit Dr. Curtis Smith 



For videos on how to make your  own homemade OLLAs,  click this link: 
https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/2020/04/oh-yes-ollas.html 

https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/2020/04/oh-yes-ollas.html




For more OLLA INFORMATION: 
https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/202 
0/04/oh-yes-ollas.html 

https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/2020/04/oh-yes-ollas.html


 

 

Olla Irrigation 

Surface irrigation may be needed for 1 to 2 
weeks (or more) depending on the weather, type 
of plants, and condition of the plants. 

Slide credit Dr. Curtis Smith 



Fertilizer & Manure Woes 



 
 

 

Vegetable Bed Maintenance Tip: MULCH! 
Photos by Nissa Patterson 
NMSU Bernalillo County Extension 

Mulch with leaf litter, 
woody mulch, pecan 
shells, pine straw… 

Veggie plants can be left 
in place as a mulch! 
(diseased plants should Mulch potted 
be removed) plants too! 



 
Control Winter Weeds 
(hint: MULCH!) 
• London Rocket Extension Guide 

• https://aces.nmsu.edu/ces/plantclini 
c/documents/london-rocket-w-
11.pdf 

https://aces.nmsu.edu/ces/plantclinic/documents/london-rocket-w-11.pdf


https://ican.nmsu.edu/seedtosupper.html 

https://ican.nmsu.edu/seedtosupper.html


Ready, Set, GROW! 
Webinar Gardening Series3rd Wednesdays at 

3pm 
Register at https://desertblooms.nmsu.edu/ready-set-grow.html 

• Apr 20, 2022 - "Home  Drip Irrigation  Systems" with Tom 
Dominguez,  Santa Fe County Cooperative Extension 

• May 18, 2022 - "Soil Issues in New Mexico" with Gabriella 
Coughlin, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 

• June  15, 2022 - "Keep  It Cool: Shading Your Veggies" with Dr. 
Stephanie Walker,  NMSU Extension Vegetable Specialist 

• …Scheduled  through December 2022 

Thank You Very Mulch! 

Marisa Thompson 
NMSU  Extension Horticulture  Specialist 
https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/ 

Social  Media  
@NMDesertBlooms 
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